
















Day 2: Endangered Animals 

If you could choose one endangered species to 

saue, which one would you choose? 

Write a paragraph about a creature that you would saue from extin.ction.. Use the
followin.g pain.ts to plan. out your paragraph. Be sure to in.elude:

-an. in.troductory sen.ten.ce detailin.g the n.ame of the an.imal you would saue:

-3 reason.s why you would saue the an.imal: ______________ _

-a closin.g sen.ten.ce to en.ct the paragraph: ______________ _
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Declining Biodiuersity 
Plan.ts an.d an.imals depen.d on. each other for suruiual. Fin.d out why 

biodiuersity is so importan.t- an.d why it's in. trouble. 

BY ALLYSON SHAW 

A green. sea turtle glides through the Great 

Barrier Reef off the northeastern. coast of 

Australia. Millions of species liue in. and around 

coral reef ecosystems, where these plan.ts and 

animals rely on. each other for suruiual. 

Scientists call this mix of different species 

biodiuersity. 

An. en.uiron.men.t works well with a wide uariety 

of species. Here's an. example: Green. sea turtles 

An ocean habitat depends on all its 

plants and animals in order to stay 

healthy. 

loue to chomp on. sea grass-but they can't hang 
PHOTOGRAPH BY RICHARD CAREY, 

DREAMSTIME 

out in. one spot for too long because tiger sharks patrol the area, hunting for sea 

turtles. Without tiger sharks, sea turtles would eat all the best sea grass, 

destroying that habitat for all the other animals that depend on. it. If one 

species-turtle, shark, or sea grass-disappears, other plan.ts and animals that 

are connected to that species could go extinct too. Losing just one species can. 

harm many others. 

MIXING IT UP 

There are possibly billions of different species 

of plan.ts, animals, bacteria, and other liuin.g 

thin.gs throughout the world-but we'ue on.Ly 

documented about two million. of them. 

Many of these kn.own. and unknown. species 

haue uncertain. futures though. Climate 

change, pollution., poaching, and habitat 

destruction. change the number of plant and 
Animals depend on each other to suruiue 

in a coral reef ecosystem animal species that liue in. a habitat, kn.own. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY LEVENT KONUK, 

SHUTTERSTOCK 
as declining biodiuersity. 
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Due in part to declining biodiuersity, almost one-third of Earth's animals are at 

risk of extinction, according to the International Union for Conseruation of 

Nature. 

Earth's climate has always naturally cycled through change, caused by how 

much of the sun's energy was absorbed by the atmosphere. In fact, ouer the 

past 650,000 years, the Earth has gone through seuen ice ages and warming 

periods. 

STAND UP FOR WILDLIFE 

By preuenting the decline of biodiuersity, you can help keep Earth safe. Some 

animals such as sharks are especially important to protect. Scientists call these 

animals keystone species because they're the key to keeping whole ecosystems 

healthy. So if you saue animals like sharks, you protect other critters. 

GLOSSARY 

• Biodiuersity: The uariety of species of plants and animals

that liue in one enuironment.

• lnuasiue species: Plants, animals, and other liuing things

that show up in a habitat where they don't normally liue,

potentially changing their new ecosystem

• Ecosystem: All the liuing and nonliuing things in an area

working together as a system

• Poaching: The illegal killing of animals

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/declincing-biodiuersity 
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Today•s Self-Reflection 

Today, we made an imaginary animal! One thing I learnt about protecting 

endangered species is: __________________________ _ 

We also read an article about declining biodiuersity. One reason why biodiuersity 

is important is: _____________________________ _ 

Finally, I wrote a paragraph about which endangered species I would saue. 

I'm awesome at 

th.ls! 

I feel comfortable I could use a bit 

with. th.is. more h.elp with. th.is . 
.................................................................................................................. .................................................................................................................................................. . 

I understand the purpose of an 

introductory sentence in a 

non-fiction text. 

. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .................................................................................................................. .................................................................................................................................................. .

I understand how to giue reasons 

to support my position. 

. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .
: : : . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . .

: : : : 
................................................................................................................... ................................................ ............................................... .............................................. 

I I can express myself clearly using

I correct grammar and 

1 .. 
punctuation .

...................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................. .

My fauourite actiuity today was: ____________________ _ 

My least fauourite actiuity today was: __________________ _ 

Ouerall, I'd glue today: ** * * *
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Day 3: Sustainability 

What can you do to protect the enuironment? 

Write a paragraph outlining 3 things you can do in your eueryday life to combat

pollution and protect the enuironment. Use the following points to plan out your 

paragraph. Be sure to include: 

-an introductory sentence detailing why you want to protect the enuironment:

-3 action statements detailing what you will do in the future: ________ _

-a closing sentence to end the paragraph: ________________ _
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Plastic Pollution 

You can make a difference by reducing your plastic waste. 

BY CATHERINE CLARKE FOX 

Aroun.d the world, people throw away roughly 

four million. ton.n.es of trash euery day-that's 

en.ough to fill 350,000 garbage trucks or 10 

Empire State Buildin.gs! About 12.8 percen.t of 

that waste is plastic, which causes big 

problems for wildlife: some an.imals mistake 

plastic for food, while others can. become 

en.tan.gled in. the trash. 

Volunteering to pick up trash is a good way 

to help the Earth. 

TIPS TO REDUCE WASTE! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY STEPHANE BIDOUZE, 

SHUTTERSTOCK 

Don.'t use face wash or toothpaste with microbeads. These tin.y plastic 

beads go down. the drain., euen.tually makin.g their way to riuers, lakes, an.d 

the ocean. at a rate of eight trillion. a day in. the Un.ited States. Because these 

toxic beads look a lot like fish food, it's n.ot un.common. for bigger fish an.d 

sea turtles to mun.ch on. them-a dish that could be deadly. 

Say n.o to straws! In. 2015 a uiral uideo showed an. oliue ridley sea turtle in. 

obuious discomfort as a team of experts work to dislodge somethin.g deep 

within. its n.ostril. At first, they thought it was a worm. But experts were 

stun.n.ed to see what it really was: a plastic drin.kin.g straw. 

In.stead of packin.g your san.dwich an.d sn.acks in. plastic bags, use reusable 

con.tain.ers or cloth sacks in.stead. Same goes for your drin.k: Skip the juice 

boxes an.d opt for a refillable water bottle. 

Reduce the amoun.t of plastic bags cloggin.g up our trash an.d ocean.s by 

shoppin.g with reusable bags in.stead. 

To elimin.ate some of the excess packagin.g pilin.g up in. lan.dfills, en.courage 

your family to shop for sn.acks, cereal, an.d pasta in. the bulk section. of your 

grocery store (if yours doesn.'t haue an.y bulk items, check out a n.earby 

n.atural food shop). Then., store it all in. reusable glass jars. 

Pack an. apple, a ban.an.a, or an. oran.ge. Fruit fills you up in. a healthy way, 

plus there's n.o n.eed for extra packagin.g. (Saue the core, peels, an.d rin.ds for 

your compost bin..) 
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Usin.g these tips, keep track of the rubbish you toss. Euery week, try to throw out 

less an.ct less an.ct see how much you can. min.imize your waste in. a man.th. Some 

people haue man.aged to put an. en.tire year's worth of garbage in. on.e jar. Can. 

you beat that? 

If your family is like man.y in. the Un.ited States, un.loadin.g the week's groceries 

in.eludes haulin.g a case or two of bottled water in.to your home. On. your way to 

a football game or actiuity, it's easy to grab a cold on.e right out of the fridge, 

right? 

But all those plastic bottles use a lot of fossil fuels an.ct pollute the en.uiron.men.t. 

In. fact, American.s buy more bottled water than. an.y other n.ation. in. the world, 

addin.g 29 billion. water bottles a year to the problem. In. order to make all these 

bottles, man.ufacturers use 17 million. barrels of crude oil. That's en.ough oil to 

keep a million. cars goin.g for twelue 

mon.ths. 

lmagin.e a water bottle filled a quarter of 

the way up with oil. That's about how 

much oil was n.eeded to produce that 

bottle. 

So why don.'t more people drin.k water 

straight from the kitchen. tap? Some people 

drin.k bottled water because they thin.I< it is 

better for them than. water out of the tap, 

Talk to your friends and family members 

about what you're doing to help the 

enuironment, and ask them to help too. 

The more people do, the better off our 

planet will be! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY FUSE, GETTY IMAGES 

but that's n.ot always true. In. most places in. the Un.ited States, local 

gouern.men.ts make sure water from the faucet is safe. There is also growin.g 

con.cern. that chemicals in. the bottles themselues may leach in.to the water. 

People loue the con.uen.ien.ce of bottled water. But maybe if they realized the 

problems it causes, they would try drin.kin.g from a glass at home or carryin.g 

water in. a refillable steel con.tain.er in.stead of plastic. 

Plastic bottle recyclin.g can. help-in.stead of goin.g out with the trash, plastic 

bottles can. be turn.ed in.to items like carpetin.g or cozy fleece clothin.g. 

Un.fortun.ately, for euery six water bottles we use, on.Ly on.e makes it to the 
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recycling bin. The rest are sent to landfills. Or, euen worse, they end up as trash 

on the land and in riuers, lakes, and the ocean. Plastic bottles take many 

hundreds of years to disintegrate. 

Water is good for you, so keep drinking it. But think about how often you use 

water bottles, and see if you can make a change. 

And yes, you can make a difference! Remember this: Recycling one plastic bottle 

can saue enough energy to power a 60-watt light bulb for six hours. 

A plastic bottle can take ouer 450 years to break down in a landfill. Before throwing 

something away, think about whether it can be recycled or repurposed. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY FUSE, GETTY IMAGES 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/plastic-pollution 
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Today•s Self-Reflection 

Today, we made a food chain. craft! On.e thin.g I learn.t about the food chain. was: 

We also read an. article about how to combat pollution.. On.e thin.g I can. do is: 

Fin.ally, I wrote a paragraph about an. en.dan.gered species I would saue. 

�---------------�················································ ............................................... ............................................. . 

I'm awesome at 

this! 

I feel comfortable I could use a bit 

with this. more help with this. 
.................................................................................................................. ................................................................................................................................................... 

I I un.derstan.d the purpose of an. 

! in.troductory sen.ten.ce in. a

! n.on.-fiction. text.

. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................... . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .

I un.derstan.d how to giue reason.s I I I 
.�� .. �.�.�-���� .. :� .. �.�.�-�·�·�·�·�-: ...................................... .............................................. J ............................................ ..1. ............................................. .1 
I can. express myself clearly usin.g 

correct grammar an.ct 

pun.ctuation. . 

.................................................................................................................. ................................................................................................................................................. ..

My fauourite actiuity today was: ____________________ _ 

My least fauourite actiuity today was: __________________ _ 

Ouerall, I'd giue today: ** * * *
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